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w MAKER RME Babyface Pro

The RME Babyface Pro is an external USB audio interface that allows one to plug
in external XLR microphones in order to record pro level audio. This tutorial will
show you how to configure it to record your voice for podcasts and voiceovers.

1. Plug in your headphones

Plug in headphones into headphone port on the right side of the Babyface
Pro. Note that the Babyface Pro takes standard Y4 phono sized plug as well
as a standard 3.5mm mini plug
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2. Plug in USB cable

Plug in USB cable into the USB port on the left side of the Babyface Pro.
Note that you need to plug in L-shaped USB connector into the Babyface
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3. Plug in XLR audio cable

Plug in the male side of the XLR audio cable into input channel 1 on the top
of the Babyface Pro (female XLR connector)

4. Plug in USB cable into computer

Plug in the other end of the USB cable into any available USB port on the
back side of the Mac computer
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5. Verify your connections

Your connections should look like the following configuration with 3 cables
plugged into the Babyface Pro

6. Plug in XLR cable into microphone

Plug the female end of the XLR cable into the bottom of the Heil PR40
microphone (male end). It should click into place
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7. Verify channel selection on Babyface Pro

Make sure that the Babyface Pro is currently on “Ch 1/ 2” . It should be lit
with an amber LED and you should see some green audio levels on the left
audio level indicator. If Ch 1 /2 is not selected, press the IN button to
toggle to this input

8. Verify output selection (Headphone connection)

Make sure that your headphones are selected as your output on the right
side indicators. If Phones is not selected, press the OUT button until it is
selected. If your output is not on Phones, you will not be able to hear
anything through the headphones. Note that the volume can be adjusted
with the big knob

{=_UTIE= BABYFACE Pro
INPUT OUTPUT

rllIIIIIIIII

Pickering Public
LIBRARY pickeringlibrary.ca/makerspace

(w




DESIGN, CREATE, BUILD

w MAKER

RME Babyface Pro

9. Verify that software driver is properly loaded in macOS

When the Mac computer detects a proper connection, the 2 icons on the
dock (RME and TotalMix) will have black dots under them. Note that
TotalMix virtual mixer is beyond the scope of this basic tutorial

10.Verify Babyface Pro is the default audio device in macOS (1 of 3)

In macOS, open System Preferences and then on Sound
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11.Verify Babyface Pro is the default audio device in macOS (2 of 3)

In the Output tab, you want to make sure that Babyface Pro is selected as
the system output audio device. Output volume is controlled via the
hardware knob
(] < HH Sound Q

Sound Effects Outpu Input

Select a device for sound output:

Name

Type
Internal Speakers Built-in
Babyface Pro (71964195) USB
Apple TV 1 AirPlay
Apple TV 2 AirPlay
Apple TV 3 AirPlay
Settings for the selected device:

Balance:
left right
?
Output volume: & o ))) Mute

Show volume in menu bar

12.Verify Babyface Pro is the default audio device in macOS (3 of 3)

In the Input tab, you want to make sure that Babyface Pro is selected as
the system input audio device. Note that the input volume is set to 50%,

which is a good starting level. Further adjustment to this setting may be
needed

(] < 23 Sound Q

Sound Effects  Output [ljlaiay

Select a device for sound input:

Name Type
Internal Microphone Built-in
Babyface Pro (71964195) USB

Settings for the selected device:

Input volume: L!) k!_)
Input level:
2
Output volume: : ; : » : ‘))) Mute

Show volume in menu bar

P Pickering Public
LIBRARY pickeringlibrary.ca/makerspace




RME Babyface Pro

DESIGN, CREATE, BUILD

w MAKER

13.Launch Audacity software

Now click on the Audacity icon on the macOS dock. This icon has blue
headphones

14.Setup Audacity’s Preferences

Open Audacity’s Preferences then go into the Devices section. Here you
will want to make sure that under Playback and Recording that Babyface
Pro is selected as the audio device. Also note under Recording >>
Channels that 1 (Mono) is selected

Audacity
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Recording
MIDI Devices
Quality
Interface
v Tracks
Tracks Behaviors
Spectrograms
¥ Import / Export
Extended Import
Projects
Libraries
Directories
Warnings
Effects
Keyboard
Mouse
Modules

Stopped.

(s

Preferences: Devices
Interface

Host: = Core Audio
Using: PortAudio V19.5.0-devel, revision unknown
Playback

Device: Babyface Pro (71964195)

Recording
Babyface Pro (71964195)
1 (Mono)

Device:
Channels:
Latency

Buffer length: 100  milliseconds

Track shift after record: -130 milliseconds

Cancel
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15.Start recording your audio

RME Babyface Pro

Press the Record button on the Audacity interface and start recording your
voice. The record button looks like a round red circle. An audio track will be

created for you automatically
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Project Rate (Hz):  Snap-To Audio Position
44100 off
Stopped.

Startand End of Selection
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16.Export your finished audio (MP3 format)

(w

Once you are finished recording your voice, you must export the audio out
to a playable format, such as WAV or MP3. Choose the Export option under
the File menu. A good choice for high quality and small file sizes is the MP3
format. There is an option to Export as MP3
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Stopped.
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17.Settings for your MP3 file

Give your new audio recording a file name, choose your output location (where
you wish to save your file such as to a USB flash drive), and keep the Preset
as Standard. Standard is a good safe choice for any type of recording. Leave
the Joint Stereo option enabled

Audacity
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Save

Save As:  untitled

Tags:

Where: [ Documents

File type: | MP3 Files

Format Options
Bit Rate Mode: @ Preset Variable Average Constant
Quality Standard, 170-210 kbps
Variable Speed:  Fast

Channel Mode: @ Joint Stereo Stereo Force export to mono

Cancel Save

Project Rate (Hz): ~Snap-To Audio Position Startand End of Selection <
44100 v off ¢ 00h00m00.000s* 00h00mO00.000s~ 00h00mO00.000s~
Stopped.

18.Adding metadata to your MP3 via tagging

The MP3 file format allows for ID3 tagging for metadata such as track title and
artist name. Fill in the details in the Metadata tag editor then click on OK. Use
of ID3 tags is optional. Leave all fields blank if you do not want any metadata
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[ X ) Edit Metadata Tags
Use arrow keys (or ENTER key after editing) to navigate fields.

Tag | Value
Track Title
Album Title
Track Number
Year
Genre
Comments

Remove Clear
Template

Load... Save... Set Default

Project Rate (Hz): ~ Snap-To Audio Position Startand End of Selection <
44100 v oft ¢ 00h00mO00.0005* 00h00mO00.0005* 00h00mO00.000s~
Stopped.
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Additional Resources

Babyface Pro USB Audio Interface - Programmable Keys

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q3biNOKsxE

RME Audio TotalMix FX Tutorial Part |

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPzJmLMv0gQ

RME Audio TotalMix FX Tutorial Part Il
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joH4hPXd8bM

How to Use Audacity to Record and Edit Audio

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gM12DIIwAQ

Learning Audacity (video course by Lynda Library)

https://www.lynda.com/Audacity-tutorials/Learning-Audacity/518687 -
2.html?org=picnet.org

P Pickering Public
‘LIBRARY pickeringlibrary.ca/makerspace



https://2.html?org=picnet.org
https://www.lynda.com/Audacity-tutorials/Learning-Audacity/518687
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gM12DIIwA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joH4hPXd8bM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPzJmLMv0gQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q3biNOKsxE



